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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Circular  1/66  (Wales)  from  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1965  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  Annual  Report  constitutes  an  examination  of  the 
health  and  welfare  circumstances  within  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District 
and  incorporates  a detailed  statistical  analysis  of  the  circumstances 
appertaining  to  health  during  the  period  under  review. 

Housing  has  engaged  the  officers  of  your  Council  in 
great  measure  during  the  year  and  you  have  been  actively  engaged  in  -clearing 
the  prefabricated  bungalows  from  your  sites  at  Blaengwynfi  and  at  Croeserw, 
Cymrner.  The  main  road  pattern  has  been  maintained  and  you  have  utilised 
the  concrete  bases  and  services  of  the  bungalows  as  a foundation  for  your 
new  housing  units.  During  the  year  you  completed  some  71  units  or 
dwellings . 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  informs  me  that  the 
repair  of  privately  owned  houses  is  very  difficult  to  effect  as  there  are 
virtually  no  builders  who  are  prepared  to  come  into  the  area  to  carry  out 
repair  work  and  the  number  of  such  houses  that  are  falling  into  a state  of 
serious  disrepair  is  causing  him  grave  concern.  There  are  pockets  of  houses 
in  the  area  that  are  progressing  to  an  advanced  stage  of  decay,  in  Abercregan, 
in  Glyncorrwg  village  and  in  Blaengwynfi.  It  is  anticipated  that  extensive 
clearance  action  will  have  to  be  taken  in  the  very  near  future  in  these  areas. 

The  population  in  the  district  remains  fairly  constant, 
2Q1  live  births  being  credited  to  the  district  as  opposed  to  112  deaths  from 
all  causes.  The  number  of  births  occuring  in  hospital  continues  to  rise  and 
this  has  been  facilitated  at  Neath  General  Hospital  in  particular.  As  members 
are  aware,  the  allocation  of  non-emergency  maternity  beds  for  the  district 
is  made  by  your  Medical- Officer  of  Health  and  I am  glad- to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  Obstetrical  Department  at  Neath  General  Hospital  agreed  to 
accept  a higher  number  of  cases  for  hospital  confinement  on  condition  that 
a higher  proportion  of  patients  were  allowed  out  of  hospital  after  five 
days  to  continue  their  post-natal  care  on  the  district.  Whilst  this  has 
eased  the  strain  on  the.  district,  it  has  created  certain  problems  in  the 
Paediatric  Department  at  the  hospital  as  the  Paediatric  Consultant  exercises 
great  caution  before^  allowing  five  day  old  babies  out  of  hospital.' 
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During  the  year  I have  been  in  consultation  with  the 
local  Chest  Physician  and  an  intensive  review  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  active  register  has  been  undertaken  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  cases  recovered  from,  the  disease  amounted  on  this 
occasion  to  14.  The  Tuberculosis  Register  has  therefore  been  reduced  and 
now  stands  at  48. 


Although  a total  of  16  persons  died  of  cancer  of 
one  sort  or  another,  I am  able  to  report  that  during  1965  none  were 
attributed  to  cancer  of  the  lung. 


In  the  body  of  the  report  I have  included  certain 
statistical  details  from  the  records  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  clinic 
and  school  service,  under  this  heading  you  will  find  details  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics,  Ante-Natal  Clini'cs,  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Protective 
immunisations  and  vaccinations,  the  Home  Help  Service  as  well  as  specialised 
work  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  amongst  schoolchildren. 

Of  particular  interest  may  be  the  paragraph  on 
Chiropody.  This  is  a new  service  which  is  meeting  a very  real  need, 
particularly  amongst  Old  Age  Pensioners  throughout  the  area.  As  far  as  is 
possible  participants  are  invited  to  attend  local  clinics  but  where  the 
incapacity  is  very  severe  the  Chiropodist  actually  carries  out  domiciliary 
treatment.  Members  will  realise  that  the  number  of  domiciliary  patients 
can  only  be  severely  limited  and  as  far  as  possible  patients  are  encouraged 
to  come  to  the  clinic  as  thereby  a greater  number  are  able  to  benefit  from 
the  Service. 

1965  was  the  last  full  year  that  the  Urban  District 
was  responsible  for  its  own  water  supplies  as  during  1966  the  responsibility 
was  transferred  to  the  newly  constituted  Water  Board.  From  time  to  time 
samples  of  the  water  supply  taken  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  analysis  and  in  the  body  of  the  report  details  of  these 
results  are  given..  Your  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Mahoney,  has  kindly 
'provided  the  statistics  relating  to  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area,  Water 
Supplies,  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foodstuffs,  Sampling,  Hygiene 
’of  Licensed  Premises,  work  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,,  the  Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests,  the  Factories  Act  and  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act  and  I am  grateful  to  him  for  his  loyalty  and  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Before  bringing  these  introductory  remarks  to  a close 
I wish  to  convey  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  members  of  Council  and  to  all  my 
colleagues  on  the  staff  of  the  Authority  for  their  support  and  co-operation 
to  me  during  the  year.  As  will  of  course  be  recalled,  I was  unfortunate 
enough  to  become  ill  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  I must  record  my  very 
sincere  thanks  to  all  who  gave  me  comfort  and  who  expressed  thems elves  in  so 
many  kind  ways  during  this  time. 

I am, 

Public  Health  Department,  Your  obedient  Servant,, 

Park  House, 

Theodore  Road,  PORT  TALBOT.  D.H.J.  WILLIAMS. 

Tel.  No.  Port  Talbot  2137/8. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 W POPULATION. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  is 
shown  below  and  for  comparison  purposes,  that  for  certain  preceding  and 
census  years  is  also  appended. 
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The  rateable  value  of  the  area  on  the  31st  March,  1965 


£1 40,946 
£529 

2.  BIRTHS. 


General  Rate  Purposes 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 


During  1965?  201  live  births  were  credited  to  the 
Urban  District  of  which  105  were  males  and  96  were  females.  There  were  nine 
stillbirths. 

The  birth  rate  was  20.51  per  1000  population  and  this 
compares  with  22.70  for  the  previous  year.  For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
the  birth  rate  was  18*00. 


The  following  table  is  of  interest 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  area 62 

Number -of  live  births  .at  .Neath  .General  Hospital, 120 

Number -of  live -births  in. Maesteg. General  Hospital  and  Bridgend 

- General  Hospital 19 
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From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  139  live  births 
took  place  in  hospital  as  compared  with  6 2 on  the  district.  This  is  the 
reflection  of  today’s  trend  for  a desire  for  hospitalisation  for  confinement*  & 
All  applications  for  non-emergency  admission  to  hospital  are  screened  by  your 
Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity  of  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  and  consideration  is  given  to  obstetric  and 
environmental  problems  in  determining  the'  hospital  allocations, 

3,  DEATHS : 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area: 

Males  - 6l  Females  - 51  . . . 112 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population 
Crude  - 11.78  : Adjusted  - 17*32 


Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Crude  11,5 


recent  years 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  in 


1965  1964 
Crude  11,78  8.87 
Adjusted  17.32  13.48 


1963 

T1.86 

18.03 


1962 

9.75 

13.94 


1961 

13.19 

18.80 


I960 

8.67 

12.40 


1959 

11.37 

16.26 


1938 

IO.67 

15.25 


1937 

10.97 

15.69 


1956 

11.08 


4.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


No  mother  died  from  puerperal  causes  during  1965. 


5.  INFANT  'MORTALITY. 


Whilst  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  was  19.00  that  for  the  Urban  District  was  44,78  and  this  was 
occasioned  by  the  failure  of  9 infants  to  reach  their  first  birthday.  . 


below: 


Comparative  figures  for  the  past  ten  years  are  given 


1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  I960  1959  1958  1957  1956 

44.78  37.21  51.89  31.91  38.10  20.73  52.91  34.15  28.30  37.04 


TABLE  4 gives  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death. 

6.  DEATHS  (all  ages) 

The  fakin'  causes  of  death  in  the  area  during  1965  were:- 


(a)  Cardiovascular  conditions • 34 

(b)  Cancers  of  various  kinds 16 

(c)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer) 14 

(d)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system... 12 

(e)  Accidents 7 


Of  the  34  deaths  attributed  to  cardiovascular  conditions, 
twenty-six  (nineteen  males,  seven  females)  were  due  to  coronary  disease. 
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TABLE  1 


SUMMARY  OE  STATISTICS  FOB  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  FOB  1965. 

These  statistics  have  been  confirmed  by  the 

Registrar  General. 


Live  Births: 

Total 

Hales 

Females 

Legitimate 

193 

99 

94 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

2 

Crude  birth-rate 

per  1 ,000  population 

- 

21.14 

Adjusted  " " 

tt  if  it 

- 

20.51 

Illegitimate  live 

births  per  cent  total 

3.98 

live  births 

- 

Stillbirths : 

Total 

Hales 

Females 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

•• 

Stillbirth  rate  per  !,000  total  births 

- 

42.86 

Deaths : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

112 

61 

51 

Crude  death  rate 

per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  = 

Adjusted-  n 

H if  ft  ff  ft 

tt  _ 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes :- 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 
'Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  - 9 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births, 

"Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  legitimate  births 

'Illegitimate  infants' per  1,000  live  illegitimate  births 

...Deaths  ..from  Measles  Call  ages) 

Deaths.. from  Cancer  (all  ages).,... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages ) 


11.73 

17.32 


¥+.78 

¥.45 

123.0 

Nil 

16 

Nil 


TABLE  2, 


ANALYSIS  OE  THE  CAUSES  OF  INFANTS 1 DEATHS  DURING  1963. 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  : 6 NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE  : 29.85  per  thousand 

live  births. 

CERTIFIED  CAUSE  OF  DEATH:  One  day  One  week 


One  week  One  month 


Dorsal  meningomyelopocle 

1 

Prematurity 

i 

1 

Atelectasis  Diaphragmatic  hernia 

1 

- 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 

1 

- 

Aspiration  liquor  - collapse  of  lungs 

1 

- 

........... 

TOTAL: 

4 

2-  • 

DEATHS  during  one  month  to 

one  year  of  age  : 

3 

Acute  trachea  bronchitis 

M. 

2 

Extensive  burning  due  to  a fire  at  his  home  ’ - 

1 

TABLE  3. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  during  19651 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Over  5 years  and  under  10  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  10  years  and  under  15  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  15  years  and  under  20  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  20  years  and  under  25  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  25  years- and  under - 35 ■ years 

- . 

- 

- 

- 

Over  35  years  and -under  45* years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Over  45- years  and  under  55  years 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Over  55  years  and  under  65  years 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Over  65  years  and  under  75  years" 

- . 

- 

- 

- 

Over  75  years 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTALS : 


1 A 


i 
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Below  I append -the  notification  state  at  the 
Vdb.nning  and  end  of  1965  for  comparison  purposes 

TTJ3ERCUL0SIS : 


INCIDENCE  AND  DOMICILIARY  CARE. 


Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 

1st  January,  196^ 

Pulmonary 

No  ri-  Pulmonary  * ' 

•29 

2 

29 

1 

.. 

30 

.. 

■Total  • -•  • • 

Number  of  cases  - 31st 

Pulmonary  * 

24 

21 

December,  19o5« 

Non-Pulmonary • • 

1 

* ' ' Total 

26- 

22 

' 'Total 'cases 'on- 1st ‘January  1965  '*  - • 6l 

’ ‘Total 'caSeS -0n-3int ‘December  19^3  - 48 

Number  removed  from " thd ' Register  * as  ' follows:- • • 


* * ’ * Number " left ' district «*■ - 

* * * ‘ Ndrhbfer ' died ' * * 4 

* * * * Number*  recover  ed ' * •*■••*‘■14 

* ‘ ' Change  - Of  diagnosis - - 


Number  added  to  Register' as’ follows: - 


' Nuftibef  OP  hfew*  notifications  - 5 

' Number--  of-  in-transfers'  • • • • • - - 

4 ’ ‘ * Restored'  toJ  Register-  - - - 


Cases  not  formally  notified'  {taken-  -from  -Regisfrar-'s-  returns) 


NIL 


oo-o  o>vn  -p-v^j  ru 

cr%ui-p-'o^w-^ovDOo-oc7NVn-p'V>irv)-^ovDcx)-N3cr>vjt-p-VMrv)-^o»  • • • • • • • 
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TABLE  4. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OE  DEATH  DURING  19 65.  P 

( As  recorded  by  Registrar  General) 


Males  Females 


1 • ' Tuberculosis , Respiratory . 

Tuberculosis , Non-Respiratory. » . 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Diphtheria.  «... 

Whooping  Cough, «... 

Meningococcal'  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 
. Malignant,  neoplasm,  stomach. 

• Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus..... 

. Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

. Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

• Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

. Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

. Diabetes 

• Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• Coronary  disease,  angina 

• Hypertension,  with  heart  disease. 

. Other  heart  disease 

. Other  circulatory  disease....... 

• Influenza 

. Pneumonia 

. Bronchitis 

. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.. . 

. Ulcer  of  stomach  and  dupdenum. 

. Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

. Hyperplasia  of  prostate...., 

• Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. Congenital  malformations 

. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

. Motor  vehicle  accidents 

. All  other  accidents 

• Suicide 

. Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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LOCAL  AND ' SCHOOL  ’ HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES  - 1965. 

I INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS.  f 

During  the  year,  a total  of  554  children  attended  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Duffryn,  Blaengwynfi , Glyncorrwg 
and  Croeserw.  Total  attendances  by  children  born  during  1965  were  1168; 
there  were  1796  attendances  by  children  born  during  1964  and  other  children 
under  five  years  of  age  attended  clinics  on  887  occasions  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  advice  and  guidance  to  mothers; 
immunisation  against  diphtheria/whooping  cough/tetanus  and  vaccination  against 
smallpox  were  available  to  infants  at  these  clinics.  Welfare  foods  we re  also 
on  sale. 


ANTIC-NATAL  CLINICS . . . 

• • 253  expectant  mothers  availed  themselves  of  ante-natal 

care  at  the  clinics  at  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Blaengwynfi , Glyncorrwg  and  Croeserw. 
In  all  a total  of  1102  attendances  was  registered  at  these  ■ clinics.  Some 
24  .mothers  re-attended  clinics  after  confinement  for  post-natal' examination. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLASS. 

A weekly  ante-natal  relaxation  class  was,,  held  at  Croeserv/ 
Clinic  for  expectant  mothers  from  the  whole  area.  27  mothers  took  advantage 
of  this  service  and  during  the  year  made  a total  of  150  attendances. 

T! ~!  ] ! ! ! | 1 j | •:  i j 1 1 • | : ! m •;  i 

HOME  NUBSING. 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  area  visited  160  patients  during 
the  year  and  this  involved  them  in  a total  of  5472  visits  to  homes.  Of  this 
number  2111  visits  were  made  to 'people  over  the  age  of  65  and  382  Visits  to 
children  under  5 years  of  age. 

MIDWIFERY.  , . | 

In  1965  the  midwives  in  the  Urban  District  were  present 
at  62  deliveries  at  homes. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION . 

Protection  against  poliomyelitis 'continued  during  the 
year  at  special  clinics  held  for  this  purpose  at  Cymner.  76  persons 
completed  a course  of  three  administrations  of  ohal  vaccine  and  102  children 
v/ere  given  fourth  (booster)  doses  on  attaining  school  entry  age. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS. 


This  protection  is  offered  to  children  at  school  between 
the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  and  last  year  85  children  attending  Cymmer 
Afan  Secondary  School  were  vaccinated  at  school  against  this  disease.  A 
further  29  children  who  gave  positive  re-actions  to  skin  testing  were 
investigated  at  Bridgend  Chest  Clinic.  One  child  was  asked  to  return  in 
four  months  time  for  repeat  X-Ray.  - - - 


t 


.1 


jfcyiROPODY 


- 13 


Regular  weekly  clinic  sessions  are  now  held  at 
Cymmer  and  occasionally  at  Blaengwynfi,  depending  on  demand  for  elderly  or 
handicapped  persons,  and  other  special  categories  from  the  whole  of  the 
Urban  area*  Home  Visits  are  made  where  the  patient  is  unfit  to  attend 
clinic.  Last  year  86  persons  were  seen  at  clinic  on  374  occasions  and 
37  cases  on  115  occasions  were  seen  at  home, 

HOMS  HELP  SERVICE.  ' , ' ! 

. * This’  Seryice  continued  during  the  year  and  in  order 

to  meet: the  demand  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ -9  part-time  Home  Helps 
on  a regular  basis  and  an  additional  5 Home  Helps  oil  a casual  part-time 

basis,  ' ! • ...  , 

| ‘ * , ' I 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE; 

; : • : ! 

Regular  medical  inspections  at  all  the  schools  in  the 
area  were  maintained  and  as  a result  a total'  of  338  children  had  routine 
Medical ‘examinations  at  infant  and  secondary  schools.  140  children  who  had 
been  referred  from  previous  routine  examinations  were  re-examined  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  refer  20  children  for  treatment;  107  children  were  found  ; 

to  have  ;defects  which  required  observation,  > The  selective  medical 
examination  of  children-  attending  junior  schools  required  the  special  examinations 
at  schools  of  9 children  of  whom  7 will  require  further  observation  and  two 
were  referred  for  treatment.  Six  children  aged  9'  were  given  hearing  and 
vision  tests  and  none  for  treatment.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a special 
class  is  now  held  at  Croeserw  Clinic  at  fortnightly  intervals  to  assist  those 
children  with  hearing  difficulties.  The  specialist  teacher  in  charge  of  the 
partially  hearing  service  attends  this  class.  Children  requiring  full  time 
education  as  partially  hearing  pupils  are  conveyed  to  the  newly  formed  class 
at  Cwmafan  Junior  School  daily. 

Children  found  to  have  defects  of  vision  are  seen  at 
Cymmer  Clinic  whilst  those  with  orthopaedic  or  speech  defects  are  appointed 
to  school  clinics  in  Port  Talbot  or,  by  arrangement  with  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  in  Bridgend  and  Maesteg. 

Dental  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  Blaengwynfi  and 
Cymner  and  during  1965*  501  attendances  were  made  at  these  clinics  by  school 
children.  During  the  same  sessions  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre- 
school age  children  attended  for  dental  treatment  on  31  and  10  occasions 
respectively. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OS  FEVERS 


r 


The  incidence  and  distribution  of  notified  infectious 
diseases  including  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  the  following  .table:- 


Glyn- 

corrwg 

Cymmer 

Aber- 

gwynfi 

Total 

for 

IS© . 

Total 

for 

1964 

Total 

for 

1963 

Total 

for 

1962 

Total 

for 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

Measles 

4 

14 

*• 

18 

10 

154 

3 

22 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

*«• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis , Pulmonary 

1 

3 

- 

4 

. . .2 

. ..  4 .. 

5 > 

7 

Tuberculosis,  Non- Pulmonary 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis , Paralytic 

. - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

58 

1 

1 

60 

5 

13 

- 

5 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

■3 

tm 

5 

14 

— 

TOTAL: 

67 

22 

2 

91 

39 

175 

8 

36 

1 

-IN- 
SANITARY INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Housing  Inspection  - 1,1 60 

Council  House  Inspections  - 192 

Factories  . - 72 

Public  Health  Nuisances  . - 290 

Drainage  Inspections  - 30 

Drain  Tests  . - 12 

Public  Conveniences  - 60 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  - 3 

. Disinfection  of  Premises  — 5 

Rodent  Control  - 84 

Dairies  and  Milk  Supplies  - 5 

Ice-Cream  Premises  - 31 

Shops  and  other  Premises  - 402 

Food  Inspection  - 121 

Water  Supplies  - 24 

Riveis  and  Streams  - 15 

Petroleum  Installations  - 31 

Disinfestation  of  premises  - 30 

Tests  of  new  Petroleum  Tanks  - Nil 

Miscellaneous  Visits  - 184 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 


Number  of  houses  demolished  (Unfit  for  human  habitation)  - Nil 

Persons  displaced  (from  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation)  - 11 

Families  displaced  (from  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation)  - 2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  (as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  16  or  Section  17  (1 ) Housing  Act,  1957  - 1 

Persons  displaced  (from  houses  to  be  demolished  as  a result  of 
informal  or  formal  procedure  under  Section  16  or  Section 
17  (l)  Housing  Act,  1957)  - Nil 

Number  of  houses  under  Section  16  (4),  17  (1 ) and  35  (1 ) 

Housing  Act,  1 957 « and  Section  1 6 Housing  Act,  1957  - 2 

Persons  displaced  from  houses  to  be  closed  - 11 

Families  displaced  from  houses  to  be  closed  - 3 

Parts  of  Buildings  closed:  Number  of  houses  - 1 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  (by  owner)  - 120 

After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  (by  owner)  - 30 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


During  the  year  under  review  152  bacteriological  * 
water  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  of  these  twenty-one  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  These  were  subject  to  follow  up  sampling  and  subsequent 
upon  such  sampling  the  results  obtained  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Fifteen 
chemical  samples  were  obtained  together  with  ten  samples  specifically  to 
indicate  the  level  of  radio  activity  present.  Furthermore,  two  bacteriological 
samples  were  obtained  from  the  swimming  pool  which  is  controlled  by  the 
Authority  and  these  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  During  the  latter  half  of  the 
twelve  months  an  indoor  heated  swimming  pool  was  opened  at  the  Cymmer 
Comprehensive  School  from  which  seven  chemical  samples  were  obtained  and 
sixteen  bacteriological  samples,  four  Of  these  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
During  the  ’running  in'  period  of  this'  swimming  pool  difficulties  were 
experienced  to  such  an  extent  that  the'  pool  was  closed  for  some  weeks  while 
these  matters  were  attended  to.  It  would  now  appear  that  the  pool  functions 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 


The  Local  Authority  continued  to  maintain  an 
adequate  supply  of  water  for  all  domestic  and  industrial  needs  within  this 
district. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  STUITS. 


Routine  inspections  were  undertaken  Of  all  food 
premises  and  food  preparation  premises  within  the  urban  area  and  when  and  where 
necessary  advice  was  given  to  the  persons  concerned. 

One  of  the  major  sources  of  difficulties  that 
arose  during  the  period,  and  which  in  all  probability  is  apparent  in  other 
districts,  is  that  some  food  dealers  in  the  retail  trade  do  not  observe  proper 
stock  rotation  of  the  articles  which  they  tender  for  sale.  This  being 
apparent  when  the  condemnation  of  tinned  food  is  noted. 

Like  much  of  the  private  occupied  premises  within 
the  area  many  of  the  food  retail  shops  are  by  no  means  of  new  design  and 
require  regular  maintenance  in  order  that  they  comply  with  the  necessary 
legislation  that  govern  these  premises  today.  It  was  noted  that  a good 
relationship  existed  throughout  the  period  and  a considerable  amount  of  work 
was  undertaken  by  various  companies  and  individuals  to  maintain  their  premises 
to  the  required  standards. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  urban  district 


are  as  follows 

Grocery  and  Provision  Stores  - 19 
Small  (Parlour  type)  Sweet  and  General  Shops  - l6 
Fish  and  Chip  Friers  - 4 
Green  Grocers  - 6 
Cafe  and  Sweets  - 5 
Butchers  - 6 
Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  - 2 
Bakehouses  — — 
Sausage  making  premises  - 4 
Colliery  Canteens  - 3 
School  Canteens  - 7 
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During  t'he’  twelve  months  the  following  food 
k';uffs  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  upon  request 
lor  examination: - 

Corned  Beef  - tinned 
Bacon 

Cooked  Ham  - tinned 
Turkey  - fresh 

11  tins  peaches 
2 tins  apricots 
14  tins  pears 
2 tins  Rice  Pudding 
1 tin  Strawberries 
1 tin  Dairy  Cream 
7 tins  Milk 
1 tin  Stewed  Steak 
11  boxes  Sultanas 

SAMPLING , 

ICE-CREAM. 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  all  proved  to  be  GRADE  1 - satisfactory.  Within  the  area  there 
are  at  present  two  manufacturing  retailers  of  ice-cream,  the  remainder  being 
dealers  who  sell  the  ice-cream  in  a pre-packed  condition  from  major 
manufacturers . 


14  lbs. 

20  lbs . 

30  lbs. 

- 2 no. 

1 tin  Baked  Beans 
66  tins  Tomatoes 

3 tins  Tomato  Soup 
5 tins  Spam 

2 tins  Salmon 

2 tins  Broad  Beans 
1 tin  Minced  Steak 
10  tins  Peas 


It  was  necessary  during  the  period  to  submit  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  twp  food  samples  which  were  presented  by  members  of 
the  public  under  complaint.  In  the  case  of  the  packet  of  biscuits  it  was 
found  that  they  were  infested  by  Ptinus  Tectus  and  a warning  was  given  to  the 
Retailer  together  with  advice  as  to  the  treatment  of  his  premises.  The 
second  sample  was  with  regard  to  a bottle  of  Wimberries  which  contained  a 
beetle,  further  investigation  and  a warning  was  issued  to  the  Company  concerned 
and  in  fairness  to  them  such  an  occurrence  is  a manufacturing  hazard  and  which 
in  my  mind  was  no  reflection  upon  their  standard. 


HYGIENE  OF  LICENCED  PREMISES . 


During  the  twelve  months  specific  and  routine 
inspections  were  undertaken  ox  all  licenced  premises  within  the  area  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  trade  are  co-oper-ative  in  as  much  as  when  required  they 
are  always  prepared  to  undertake  such  work  as  is  requested  of  them  and  thereby 
it  was  possible  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  licenced  premises  within  the 
urban  district. 


Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  following: 

1.  Cleansing  and  sterilization  of  glasses. 

2.  Storage  of  beer. 

3.  Construction  and  cleansing  of  pipe  installations. 

4.  Cleansing  and  condition  of  licenced  bars  and  rooms. 

5* - Sanitary  accommodation. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AMD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  H 

The  period  under  review  is  the  first  twelve  months 
of  the  implementation  of  this  legislation  and  during  the  year  your  Student 
Inspector  proved  a most,  useful  asset  to  the  department  in  undertaking 
inspections  and  follow-up  inspections  of  premises- to  which  this  legislation 
applies.  Once  again  one  of  the  difficulties  encountered  was  the  age  of 
premises  and  its  adaptability,  but  here  again  no  real  difficulty  was 
encountered  when  dealing  with  owners  and  owner/occupiers . 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  within 
the  area  for  the  year  1965  was  as  follows:- 

Offices  - 11 

Retail  Shops  - 39 

Catering  establishments  - 9 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  these  premises  - 140 

It  is  well  worth  noting  that  under  this  legislation 
all  accidents  are  reported  to  this  department  and  are  investigated,  and 
subsequent  reports  are  made  to  the  Ministry  as  to  their  cause  and  the  extent 
of  the  injury  suffered.  This  is  a somewhat  new  aspect  of  what  has  to  be 
undertaken  by  this.'  section  but  I am  of  the  opinion  that  very  worthwhile 
results  are  to  be  obtained  by  it  inasmuch  as  the  safety  of  employees  of  shops 
and  offices  is  at  least  the  direct  concern  of  some  responsible  body. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  P5STS  ACT,  1949. 

REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963* 


TYPE 

OF  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

Local 

Dwelling- 

All  other 

Total  of 

Authority 

houses 

(including 

Columns 

(including 

business 

(1)  (2) 

Agriculture 

Council 
Houses ) 

premises ) 

and  (3) 

1 . Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s  district 

49 

2,891 

262 

3,201 

21 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 

• inspected  as  a result  of 
notification 

Number  of  such  properties 

14 

112 

39 

165 

found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Common  rat:  Major 

4 

9 

2 

15 

Minor 

3 

12 

29 

44 

Hous e mouse:  Ma j or 

1 

5 

4 

10 

Minor 

2 

23 

2 

27 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  in  the  course  of 

survey  under  the  Act: 

Number  of  such  properties 

10 

22 

26 

58 

found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Coramon  rat:  Major 

4 

2 

2 

8 

Minor 

4 

3 

20 

27 

House  mouse:  Major 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Minor 

4 

- 

4 

A.  Total  number  of  properties 

otherwise  inspected  (e.g.) 
when  visited  primarily  for 

some 

other  purpose) 

Number  infested  by:- 

200 

1,650 

747 

2,597 

Common  rat  Major 

- 

— 

- 

— 

, Minor 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  mouse  Major 

** 

— 

‘ — 

- 

Minor 

- 

- 

- 

5-  Total  inspection  carried  oi 

it 

including  re-inspections.  j 67 

394 

20  6 

667 

6.  Number  of  infested  properties 

(in  Sections  2,3  and  4) 
treated  by  the  Local  Author: 

tty  9 

58 

32 

99 

HOUSING. 
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During  the  twelve'  months  under  review  the  Local 
Authority  constructed. 71  units  of  dwellings  these  being  made  up  of  flats 
together  with  houses, 

SEWAGE . 

The  urban  district  is  wholly  served  by  main  sewers 
which  appeared  during  the  period  to  function  in  a proper  manner. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  REFUSE  TIPPING. 

J *•  , 

The  Local  Authority  continued  a thrice  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  and  during  the  year  continued  to  use  pit  shafts  for  the 
disposal, of  refuse;  together  with  the  one  small  surface  tip. 

{ >:  r r-  i. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  DISREPAIR. 


the  period. 
LICENCES. 


No  application  was  received  by  this  department  during 


PETROLEUM  LICENCES. 

Petroleum  installations  within  the  urban  area 
continued  to  maintain  at  the  standard  required  by  the  Petroleum  Acts  and 
Licences'  were  duly'  issued  for  them. 

CINEMA  LICENCES . ; 

Two  licences  were  issued  with  respect  to  cinemas 
within  the  area,  and  considering  the  assets  which  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
various  Welfare  Halls  which  contain  these  cinemas,  these  were  kept  at  a 
reasonable  standard. 

SLAUGHTERMAN 1 S LICENCES . 

Four  licences  were  issued  for  the  period. 

FACTORIES  ACT, 

Routine  inspection  of  all  factories  within  the 
urban  area''was  undertaken,  and  while  most  of  them  are  small  the  major  factory 
within  ihe~district  together  with  the  others  complied  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  i • j 

DISINFECTION  AID  DISINFESTATION. 

1 

Once  again  it  was  found  necessary  to  treat  premises 
for  infestation,  this  being  undertaken  by  residual  D.D.T.  being  dispersed  by 
a smoke  generator.  Furthermore,  some  of  these  premises  were  also  treated  by 
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^^eans  of  a high  pressure  powder  blower.  During  the  twelve  months  the  one 
open  tip  site  in  the  area  was  subject  to  routine  treatment  together  'with 
. areas  upon  which  indiscriminate  tipping  takes  place  by  the  inhabitants. 

This  one  aspeet  which  appears  quite  baffling  especially  when  one  considers 
that  the  Local  Authority  provides  a thrice  weekly  refuse  collection. 

» Notices  have  been,  posted  from  time  to  time  warning  people  of  the  offence 

of  tipping- refuse- etc *'<,  upon  these;  areas  of  waste  ground. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

All  manholes  within  the  Local  Authority's  area 
were  subject  to  annual-  treatment.  Such  properties  that  required  treatment 
were  attehded  to  during  the  period,  together  with  river  banks  and  refuse 
tips.  Once  again  the!  indiscriminate  tipping  that  takes  place  within  the 
area  was  a source  of  concern  inasmuch  that  it  offers  to  the  rodent 
population  a food  supply. 


1. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

PART  1 of  the  Act 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  • as  to  health  - 1962  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


r 


' 

J 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number 
of  written 
''Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3*4  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

,6 

• 

54 

• * 

■ ■ - • 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

* 

. 6 

14 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers* 
premises) 

2 

4 

TOTAL 

14 

; 1 

72 

2.  Case  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found : 

Found  Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosec- 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(including  offences  not 
relating  to  outwork) 

1 

. 1 1 

• 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

i , ,,  

1 

1 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 


The  following  table  gives  the  classification  of 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the  area  during  1965* 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only  whole 
carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— ! 

- 

- 

| 

* 1 

1 “ i 

- 

I *. 

/ 


t 

{ 


i 


